
Recommended Summer Reads

 In the last few weeks this newspaper carried two very informative pieces on nonprofits.  
David Cook the executive director of IAM offered a review of the economic impact of local 
nonprofits with regard to service, jobs provided and money spent within our community to local 
vendors.  The second article was a summary by many local nonprofit employees regarding the 
importance of making donations to reputable agencies - We should Be Generous but Cautious, 
published June 30, 2015.  They offered a list of steps to follow to gain more facts behind a 
solicitation call or letter.  I hope you taped that article by your phone!  In fact, if you missed it, 
look in the Times-News archives and reprint a copy.
 But no matter how practical a nonprofit is, as David pointed out for those who like to 
count,  and no matter how thorough a donor is in validating a funding request, no matter how 
many volunteers work long and hard for a cause, there’s always more to learn, more ways to 
improve and new management ideals to explore.
 Which gets me to a summer reading list.  Do you know how many people write books 
and maintain websites to help nonprofits manage themselves better?  Probably more people than 
write for Harlequin Romances!  Hang on, I’m getting to my reading list.
 Just returned from my family reunion - the grandchildren of Luigi and Elvira.  There 
were twenty one of us - all first cousins.  There are now nineteen of us.  With spouses and 
children and grandchildren we add up to a manageable number and travel around each year to 
someone’s home, unlike some of my friends who all meet in DisneyWorld, or plan reunions that 
include hundreds and happen every five years and even have T-shirts.  Needless to say, our small 
gathering allows for deeper discussions, and great belly laughs - but my point is - oh, right, 
summer reading.  
 One of the cousins at my reunion wanted to talk about his company’s support of 
nonprofits and the guiding corporate philosophy.  He recommended a book - The Go Giver by 
Bob Burg and John David Mann.  It’s a fast read - if you get an “e” version you can have it read 
before Amazon bills your credit card.  It is sort of a parable threaded with a homily, but Cousin 
John insisted that his company encourages employees to be guided by the Five Laws of 
Stratospheric Success:   
  Your true worth is determined by how much you give in value than you 
   take in payment
  Your income is determined by how many people you serve and how well 
   you serve them
  Your influence is determined by how abundantly you place other people’s 
   interests first
  The most valuable gift you have to offer is yourself
  The key to effective giving is to stay open to receiving
 Hmmmmmmm - sounds like what our local nonprofits do naturally every day.
 
  Another quick read is Good to Great and the Social Sectors.  This is by Jim Collins and 
is billed as a monograph to accompany his book, Good to Great.  Mr. Collins’ thesis is that 
business thinking isn’t always the answer to nonprofits looking for greatness. 



 Reading both of these makes me think businesses and nonprofits can learn a lot from one 
another - maybe that’s why we work well together in our community!  Now you can spend the 
rest of the summer thinking about how both of these books blended together could be a helpful 
jump start for the new board that in many nonprofits took over the governance of many agencies 
on July 1.  Think about your mission and evaluate it through Mr. Collins’ good to great 
framework for the social sector; think about who you are and measure your agency against the 
five laws.  
 And when you need a break from all that reading and thinking and discussing, pick up my 
favorite summer read! It’s published by the Blue Ridge Literacy Council.  Do you want to meet 
clients, hear from the volunteers, learn of their challenges and their success?  Each one of the 
tutor and student writers is working to follow the Five Laws of Stratospheric Success and they 
move from good to great. Pick up their book, Voices.  It’s five bucks.  Read it and weep with joy.
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