
Public and Nonprofit Partners

! To give or not to give - the tax payers want to know.  We have witnessed the Board of 
County Commissioners wrestle with the issue of giving funds to local non-profits.  It’s a 
challenging issue.  

 What, you don’t think so?  Maybe you think that all those local non-profits are just giving 
money to people who should handle their own problems or giving money to people who don’t 
see eye to eye with you, promoting a mission that contradicts your beliefs.  You should consider 
the number and depth of nonprofit service in our community and reevaluate your bias.
 Historically, and practically, governments large and small have supported nonprofits, 

because they can extend the responsiveness of government and operate more swiftly in 
emergencies or in a crisis, or can devote more time and effort to a specific issue when a 
government can be easily distracted by day to day operations.
   Our local nonprofits work in concert with local governments to provide swift, secure 
service for citizens.  Our local governments deal with many nonprofits daily from economic 

development to public safety.  For example, our volunteer fire departments were organized as 
nonprofits.  They have boards of directors and by-laws and all the administrative trappings as 
any other nonprofit in the county.
 Recently the newspaper reported the reluctance of the commissioners to invest tax money 
in local nonprofits.  At the same time, our own economic development arm, Partners in 

Economic Development (a non-profit) explained to the commissioners a need to create a 
nonprofit (not another one in town! you gasp) to help with property acquisition issues that would 
be helpful when recruiting industry.  This new entity would extend community efforts to foster 
job recruitment and industrial growth.
 Since I believe that local nonprofits serve everyone of us every day just as local 

government does, I think that our friends in economic development, under a nonprofit umbrella, 
will work through recruitment issues and work for us with their current and proposed 501(c)(3).  
New businesses will benefit from property solutions through a new nonprofit, but they will also 
be happy to find a network of childcare facilities for employees developed in partnership with 
Smart Start, Children and Family Resource Center, Boys and Girls Clubs and DSS.  Old and new 

businesses know that certain employee problems will be addressed by local non profits - Housing 
Assistance Corporation, Habitat, Council on Aging, IAM, Mainstay, Healing Place, Mediation 
Center - to help employees with personal issues which left unresolved can cause problems at 
home and in the work place.  



 Then there is health care.  Pardee Hospital Foundation, Park Ridge Hospital Foundation, 

Blue Ridge Community Health Services, and The Free Clinics (all 501(c)(3))  work together 
with local government departments to see that community health and wellness activity receives 
support and encouragement.  Many local nonprofits often team up with and gain support from 
our local hospital foundations for community wellness and health education projects. 
 The commissioners showed support for human service nonprofits, those agencies 

providing direct services to citizens that are not provided by, but appreciated by, county 
government.  However, they had concerns about other types of nonprofits.
 i don’t know what to say about nonprofits requesting county funds that are deemed “arts 
and culture.”  I classify arts and culture as I do parks and recreation - things we do for ourselves 
to make our community a better place to live.  And sometimes I wonder why we’re so stingy.  

Our community is an extension of our home.  Don’t we repair when necessary and decorate to 
lift our spirits or to show our pride of place?   
 I think the commissioners gave a lot of thought to the current budget, and it wasn’t easy.  
They personally support various nonprofits in our community.  They may have even enjoyed 
some services such as an art class for a grandchild or a meal delivery to an ailing relative, but 

they are spending our money and they were cautious.   We have to understand the value of 
nonprofits in our community.  They are employers, safety net providers, protectors and enhancers 
of our quality of life.  And maybe we have to understand that the biggest value of a nonprofit is 
the ability it has to provide a needed community service for less money and more efficiently than 
local government.

 And maybe we should let the commissioners know we appreciate them and nonprofits 
and especially appreciate the way it all works together.
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