
Tax Deductible No - No

“You know Dasha and Pasha and Sasha and Lenin...........”

“Wait,  its my turn, Grab your coat and get your hat, leave your millions on my campaign 
steps.......”

“Just direct your feet,” chimed in a third voice, "to the Socialist side of the street.”

“For Liberals I have known before who traveled in and out my door,” There was a burst of 
laughter.  The singing quartet giggled and squealed as they enjoyed the late October heat wave in 
the Land of Lost Board Members.

“What are you folks doing, preparing for some sort of a fund raiser, dinner theater, talent show?”  
I was confident that this was another committee meeting for a local nonprofit fund raiser.

They all looked at me.  “We’re trying to raise funds to support our candidate.  We got people to 
elect.  Policies to influence, That’s why we have organized our new nonprofit, ‘Onewhorules.’’”

Sometimes a wet behind the ears twenty something is too easy a target, but I resolved to be 
charitable.  “Are you telling me that you’re planning to mix politics and nonprofits? Because 
that’s so illegal.  Politics has no place in the world of charity and good works.  Wait, I didn’t 
mean it that way.  Politics should be kept behind... no, no wait.  Charity is not political.”  I 
thought about that and decided that it was the best of a bad statement.

They looked at me.  I continued, “According to the IRS, a tax deductible nonprofit must have a 
public purpose.  That can be a religious, charitable, educational, scientific or literary.  Political 
activity and lobbying are definitely not any of those.”

“But yes they are.  Our candidate has a moral purpose, supports education and reads.”

“I think your missing the point.  You can present information about an issue.  You can't lobby for 
an outcome and be deductible.   You can present facts about an election topic, organize a forum 
where all candidates have free access to the audience, but you can’t campaign for a specific 
candidate.  A Church or a non profit can get into big trouble lobbying or campaigning.”  

“But,” one of them sputtered, “world peace, tax issues, our candidate has solutions, integrity.”

I looked into those star spangled eyes and nodded.  “Look, I’m not saying that politics isn’t 
important and that people your age shouldn’t be in there fighting for your political future.  I’m 
just saying that the political campaign of a deserving candidate stands alone.   That activity is 
governed by a different set of IRS rules and guidelines.  Get involved.  Get out the vote.  Just 
decide whether you are getting out the vote as a good American activity or if you’re getting out 



the vote for your candidate.  The time and money you invest will have different restrictions under 
IRS code.”

“Isn’t it horrible that there are so many restrictions on personal freedom and the political choices 
we make.”

“Amen.”

“I told you, Churches and political candidates don’t mix either.”  These young people were 
having a difficult time catching on.  

“Why are we even bothering if we’re stopped in our tracks with every good idea?”

“You haven’t been stopped, I’m just telling you that yes, there are rules, yes, there are guidelines, 
and, yes, you should be involved at all levels in your community.  There is a time to campaign 
for a person.  There is a time to campaign for a new building.  If you are honest, and if your story  
is a good one, people will listen to you and give their support, emotional and financial, under any  
banner.  The case has to be made and the rules obeyed.  Aren’t you paying attention, people give 
money to charity and to politics.  People chose what is important to them and sometimes the 
issues transcend deductibility.”

“If you’re a Church or a community agency providing service or advocating for issues, you have 
to be aware of the restraints on political activism.  There is a line to walk and a line to cross and 
there are serious consequences to your group and to your candidate, when those lines blur.”  I 
hoped I was making progress.

“Wait you guys, we have another song, M-I-T,” two of them sang out.  “A-R-Y,” came the reply.  
They all looked at one another.  Their eyes told me they had learned the lesson.  Charity and 
politics don’t mix.
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