
Lobbying for Sex

 Once I interviewed a novelist for Blur Ridge Bookfest and asked her where she got her 
ideas.  Her name is Kerry Reich and she had been in a successful law practice before following 
in her mother’s footsteps to become a writer.  Kerry’s stories revolved around some interesting 
legal-social issues such as who owns the fertilized eggs in divorce or death and how does one 
reconcile surviving an illness when others have died under similar suffering.  She told me that 
she got her ideas from stories buried in the pages of a newspaper, those stories that were 
signaling the beginning of legal-social discussions.  
 That was a very kind and thoughtful way of expressing another author’s 
acknowledgement of why he was inspired by stories of the day.  To quote him:  “You just can’t 
make this s*** up!”
 And that’s where I find myself, sometimes the news is just too real to be true!  For 
example in the September 17 edition of the Times-News, buried on page B3, was an article with 
the headline, Sex Scandals carry public costs, consequences.  There was so much information 
that the report covered half of page B# - the top half!  Who knew that state legislators could get 
into so much trouble?  Within the story highlighting misdeeds of state legislators is a statement:  
“Some states have no particular prohibition against (sexual relationships between legislators and 
lobbyists). . . North Carolina Ethics Commission ruled earlier this year that sexual acts between a 
lobbyist and a state official are not considered “gifts” that must be reported on lobbyist 
disclosure forms.”
 Really?!  I mean seriously?  Really?!
 My first comment is no wonder the session lasted so long - all those non-gifts were taking 
up too much time.  My second thought is that I need “gift” defined as in a gift to or a gift from.  
The giver might have found it to be part of the job, sacrificing for a piece of legislation.  On the 
other hand the giftee might have thought of it as part of the job of servicing constituents.
 Sorry - my mind is drifting.
 (Deep breath) 
 I’m back on track.  I’ve tried to be useful over the years to help nonprofits understand 
that advocacy for your cause is like lobbying, but on a higher plain.  And that educating 
legislators and the public about the work you do is a respectful activity.  
 Did I mislead you?  Should I have been talking to you about safe sex?  The world seems 
filled with people who want to force their conservative homophobic view on the country.  Maybe 
those folks should step up and patrol the state legislatures.  There seems to be plenty of stuff 
going on that has to be anti-biblical - harassing interns, hetero-legislative couplings, bragging of 
the types a favors available from lobbyists.  (You’ve just got to search the blueridgenow archives 
for this titillating bipartisan report.)
 Last year when I wrote about advocacy, I tried to explain the difference between lobbying 
and advocacy.   I wanted you to know that “advocacy and lobbying are tools to help agencies 
find solutions to the challenges their clients face.  Advocacy, lobbying, any difference? - I think 
you just wear more makeup when you want to lobby instead of advocate.”  
 That’s what I said last year.  I’ve amended my opinion - when you want to lobby instead 
of advocate, I guess you don’t wear underwear.  Safe lobbying is called advocacy.



 All I’m saying is, don’t be discouraged, legislators probably like to hear about 
community need and good work and they probably want to help when possible.  Always be 
prepared with information and data to provide a full picture of your agency’s work.  Always act 
professionally.  And always remember that a legislator responds with respect if that’s the way 
you present yourself.
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