
Praying for the Future

 “Look at this newspaper.”  Bella Pelorizado, nonprofit consultant, waved the latest edition 
of the local Timely Donations at her friends.  “We’re praying at public meetings.”  They waited 
to hear more.  “You know what that means?” asked Bella.
 The gang at the coffee shop stared at her.  A used napkin drifted across the street on a 
random breeze.
 “It means that local politicians have discovered another way to demonstrate their 
hypocrisy?”  asked Al Truistini, community benefactor.
 “I can’t believe you’re so cynical,” flounced Bella, turning her back on him.  To the rest of 
the gang she explained, “It means if they’re choosing, in spite of separation of Church and State 
issues and Supreme Court decisions, in spite of all that, if they’re choosing to pray Christian 
prays in public, they have committed to acting in a more Christlike manner.”
 “What does that mean - they’re going to walk on water?”  The gang guffawed at Coach 
Upright’s question.
 “They already think they do that,” offered Cash Now, CPA to the nonprofits.
 “No.”  Bella stomped her foot. “They’re going to make decisions that are Christian not 
politically motivated.  They’ll allocate money to feed those who are hungry.”
 “Right,” frowned Joshua Biggly Huge, “that means they’ll take themselves out to big 
dinners.”
 “Use money to shelter the homeless,” continued Bella, ignoring his comment.
 “Yeah, another way to justify a posh hotel stay,” snickered Coach Upright.
 “Take care of the sick and infirmed.”  Bella was losing patience with the attitude around 
the table.
 “I can just see them worried about universal health care,”  Cash Now said.
 Bella looked at the scowls on her friends’ faces.  “Do you think they’re just giving prayer 
lip service?”  She pulled out her soapbox and climbed on.  “I think this decision means that they 
are committed to act in a Christian manner, making all their decisions guided by tenets of faith, 
Christian love and concern for individuals.  Why else would they stand up in the face of so many 
defined legal decisions to act in this manner?  This is the stuff of martyrdom.  This is what 
inspires others to make the difficult choices and perform unselfish acts - acts that are ethically 
and morally motivated.  I  believe that our political leaders were inspired by those voters who 
want prayer at public meetings, because they know this means that those voters want government 
to act in a more Christlike manner.”  Just then a church choir appeared at Bella’s side in their 
flowing white robes, trimmed in startling gold braid.  They began to hum a hymn, purr a psalm, 
murmur a , well, you get the picture.
 “How does she do that?” whispered Al Truistini as he pointed to the choir.
 With music at her back and light from an invisible source on her face, Bella continued, “I 
believe that this will be a new day for leadership, religion wrapped around politics guiding our 
hearts, keeping us from going astray.”  She shook her fist at the crowd that had gathered.  “Our 
elected leaders will be the guardians of all religiously directed politics, and politically motivated 
religion.”
 “I think that describes all fanatic religious fundamentalists,” observed Joshua.



 “Just watch.”  Bella was intense, now.  “Our leaders will budget money in a way that 
shows concern for children, respect for the elderly, and protection for those facing life’s 
challenges.”  Bella stood on her soapbox breathless at the thought of political Christianity.  Or 
was it Christian politics?
 “Money’s money,” said the CPA wisely.  “When pennies count, people don’t, no matter 
how they start a meeting.”
 “What will it take to make you believers?” she challenged her friends.
 “Instead of closing their prayer, “in Jesus’ name we pray,’  they should say, “in Jesus’ name 
we will act to do what is best for our community.’ Then I’ll believe they intend to be led by 
Christ.  But for now I believe they’re led by political expedience,”  grumbled Joshua.
  “Amen.” sang the choir.
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