
Adversity Can Be a Call to Action

 Sometimes in the land of Lost Board members local citizens go over the top in their 
assessment of the challenges of the times.  That’s why, I suppose, I found my old friends singing 
a sad song as they warmed their hands over a sputtering firepit.  “Nobody knows the trouble 
we’ve seen,” sang Bella Pelorizado, consultant to local nonprofits, as the all male, all volunteer 
army of singers, hit the sad notes of background doo-op.
 “What do ya mean trouble?” The question came from a newcomer, the stylish, yet bubbly, 
Birdie Inkstain, the new community cheerleader to nonprofits.  “We haven’t any trouble in LOL.  
We only have opportunities.”
 “You call ‘em what you want and we’ll call ‘em what we want,” answered Bella as the 
chorus sang a five part, “Hmmmmmm.”
 “So times are tough,” Birdie cajoled.  “They’re always tough for someone.”
 “Now they’re tough for everyone.” Bella replied.  “Amen.” from the chorus.
 “No, it’s attitude,” Birdie barked.  “We’ve got to change that attitude.  We’ve got to take 
that trouble by the throat.”  She shook her fist in the air as though she were strangling her 
personal trainer.  
 “Gag,” coughed the chorus as Bella reached for something to drink.
 “Troubled, tough times are in the eyes of the beholder.”  Birdie danced around the fire now.  
It had come to life.  I hadn’t noticed but I suspected someone had thrown some small bits of a 
random executive director’s report to make it flare as punctuation to her words.
 “How would you like a punch in those eyes?” growled Bella.  She hated having her rain 
paraded on.  Or was it that she hated parading enthusiasm, or enthusiastic paraders?  In any case, 
I knew Birdie was heading for trouble with a capital T.
 “Look at you,” Birdie turned to face Bella, “All tense and sooty.  Trouble only comes to 
those who look for it.  You have to be more positive.  Know your strength.  Turn your back on 
weakness and negativity.  Wake up every morning with a song in your heart.  Life will be what 
you make it.  When you work for those in need and serve a higher good, the resources will be 
there.  The energy will be there.”  She grabbed onto a utility pole and danced around like Gene 
Kelly in ‘Singin’ in the Rain.’  Bella decked her, like Alex Karras punched that horse in ‘Blazing 
Saddles.’
 “Oooooooof,” sang the choir as they all watched Birdie roll down the alley, under a parked 
car, over a manhole cover, through a pile of recycled cardboard, around a puddle of something 
nasty and land on her feet as the LOL trolley service stopped to let her catch a ride as she sang.  
(Dear Readers, I don’t have to tell you what she sang, do I?)
 “Maybe,” offered Coach Amos Alonzo Upright, “we should consider what Birdie said.”
 The chorus gasped in a Dragnet tempo.  Bella looked at the new challenger and flexed her 
fingers.
 “I mean,” continued the coach, “we can’t just sit around in back alleys singing and feeling 
sorry for ourselves.  It’s time to pick ourselves up and....,”
 “Don’t say it,” threatened Bella.
 “Face our opportunities.”  Everyone waited.  Nothing happened.



 “I know why she didn’t hit you,” speculated Cash Now, CPA to nonprofits, “You didn’t say 
dust ourselves off.”  Bella slugged Cash.
 “I think,” intoned Joshua Biggly Huge, “there’s a lesson to be learned here.”  The rest of 
the chorus waited.  “We need new strategies and we should think about what Birdie said.  We can 
be a catalyst for change, figure out ways to make a positive impact.  Regroup, revitalize and 
reorganize.”  The rest of the chorus now had their eyes covered.  
 “There is a lesson to be learned,” Bella began, as she shook off the malaise of ‘same old 
same old’ and looked to the parade and trolley passing her by. “It has to start within each agency 
as we shore up our strengths, jettison the marginal projects, work together to rethink need in our 
community then design solutions that will be long term.”  The chorus joined hands and hummed 
the theme from ‘Hoosiers.’  
 Learn what’s happening in Henderson County. Learn more about the United Way/WCCA 
community assessment.  Find out what the talk is all about at www.liveunitedhc.org.
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